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Deaths rise amid growing 
homelessness crisis in region 


The chapel at Saint Martin de Porres shelter in Seattle has symbols memorializing residents of the shelter, volunteers and longtime 
supporters who have passed away. The shelter is for men age 50 and older, and it is run by Catholic Community Services. 


By VERNAL COLEMAN 
Seattle Times staff reporter 


The toll of the region’s home- 
lessness crisis has been building 


since early in the year. 


By April, the list of people who 
died while homeless or without 
a verifiable address reached 48. 
In September, it passed 93, the 


previous year’s total. 


By the close of November, the 
King County medical examiner’s 
list reached 133, surpassing the 
previous high of 111 from 2006. 

The list is a grim indicator of 


what many people living with- 


out shelter and those involved in 
the region’s fight against home- 
lessness both acknowledge: For 


GRIM INDICATOR| Despite the increase, other figures show Seattle and 
HOMELESS King County have been making some progress in tackling the issue. 
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Homeless deaths highest in 10 years 


More homeless people have died in King County so far this 


year than any year since 2006. 


all the progress made toward the 


goal of making homelessness 
“rare, brief and one-time,” the 
reality on the streets remains 
stubbornly unchanged. 

With an estimated snapshot 
count of 11,643 — more than 


5,000 of whom were living out- 
doors during the annual survey 
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— King County has the third- Coast are experiencing similar 


largest concentration in the 
nation of people living in home- 
lessness. 

Major cities across the West 


problems, with yearly increases 
in Portland, Los Angeles and San 
Diego. 

But despite the rise in deaths 


+ 


and overall number of homeless 
people, other figures show Seat- 
tle and King County were able to 
deliver in 2017 on the headway 
promised two years ago, when 
both governments declared a 
state of emergency over home- 
lessness. 


tember 2017, more than 6,000 
single adults and families moved 
from homelessness to some form 
of stable housing, according to 
recent data from All Home, the 
county’s coordinating agency for 
homeless services. The rate of 
people returning to the streets 
within a year of receiving servic- 
es has been cut in half. 


of All Home, said those strides 
are evidence that efforts to ease 
access to shelter and housing 
programs and make perfor- 
mance-based funding decisions 
is working. 
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From October 2016 to Sep- 


Kira Zylstra, deputy director 


“At the highest levels, what 
See > HOMELESS, A6 


Commuters 
sunk as bug 
overbooks 
Kitsap Fast 
Ferry runs 


By DAVID GUTMAN 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Asoftware glitch in the booking 
system for the new Kitsap Fast Ferry 
means that January sailings are over- 
booked and passengers are not guar- 
anteed a spot on the boat, even witha 
reservation. 

The booking system normally caps 
each sailing at 88 reservations, leav- 
ing room for 30 walk-on passengers. 
But because of the glitch, sailings 
throughout January are overbooked, 
Kitsap Transit said. 

Each Fast Ferry can carry 118 
passengers. 

The overbookings affect the most 
popular sailing times — 6:45 a.m. 
from Bremerton to Seattle and 5:10 
p.m. from Seattle to Bremerton, 
Kitsap Transit said. 

Kitsap Transit is asking customers 
to cancel any reservations that they 
do not plan to use, and is warning 
walk-up customers that they are 
“very unlikely” to get seats on these 
sailings in January. It is also advising 
passengers with reservations to ar- 
rive early to secure a spot on the boat. 

When walk-up passengers have to 
be turned away, “some customers 
with reservations may not be able to 
board the fast ferry either once the 
vessel reaches capacity,” Kitsap Tran- 
sit said in a prepared statement. 

For passengers with reservations, 
seats will be given out on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 

The agency is also offering a ticket 
on Washington State Ferries for the 
first 30 volunteers each day who give 
up their reservations on the 5:10 
sailing. 

The Fast Ferry service launched 
last summer and makes the Bremer- 
ton-to-Seattle trip in roughly half the 
time as Washington State Ferries. A 
round trip on the Fast Ferry costs 
$12, while a round trip on Washing- 
ton State Ferries costs about $8. 

The service is funded by a 0.3 per- 
cent increase in the Kitsap County 
sales tax, which voters there ap- 
proved last year. 

Previous iterations of the fast-ferry 
service were shut down after lawsuits 
alleged that the boats’ wakes were 
damaging beaches on the shores of 
Rich Passage, between Bainbridge 
Island and the Kitsap Peninsula. 

The new Fast Ferry is designed 
with a hydrofoil, so it rides higher in 
the water at high speeds, producing a 
smaller wake. 

The ferry was plagued with me- 
chanical issues in its early days, caus- 
ing about a dozen cancellations or 
service disruptions in its first two 
months. 


David Gutman: 206-464-2926 or 
dgutman@seattletimes.com. On Twitter 
@davidlgutman 


Family flees, 
leaving door 
ajar, spreading 
deadly flames 


By BENJAMIN MUELLER, 
LIZ ROBBINS 

AND ANNIE CORREAL 
The New York Times 


NEW YORK — The 3-year-old 
boy in the kitchen screamed. His 
mother ran in from the bathroom. 
He had been playing with the 
knobs of the stove again. With 
flames jumping through the kitch- 
en, she scooped up the boy anda 
2-year-old child and ran into the 
cold. She left her first-floor apart- 
ment door ajar behind her. 

The fire flashed out into the 
hallway of the five-story building 
in the Bronx on Thursday night. 
The stairwell became in effect a 
chimney. The fire climbed up, up, 
up, seeking air. Confronted with a 
hallway inferno, residents upstairs 
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Firefighters at the scene of the blaze at a five-story apartment build- 
ing in the Bronx on Thursday that claimed the lives of 12 people. 


retreated and threw open their 
windows, giving the fire more 
oxygen, before they crowded onto 
fire escapes, screaming in several 
languages. 

Others, along the side and back 
of the building, where the fire 
began, could not even get to a fire 


escape. 

When all the dead were count- 
ed, there were 12, making the fire 
New York City’s deadliest in 27 
years. 

The fire erupted on the coldest 
night of the year, and the first 

See > FIRE, A4 
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‘There is no 


Sue Grafton 


By NEIL GENZLINGER 
The New York Times 

Sue Grafton, a prolific author of 
detective novels known for an 
alphabetically titled series that 
began in 1982 with “A Is for Alibi,” 
has died in Santa Barbara, Califor- 
nia. She was 77. 

Ms. Grafton was surrounded by 
family, including her husband, 
Steven Humphrey, when she died 
Thursday after a two-year battle 
with cancer, her daughter Jamie 
Clark posted on the author’s web- 
site. 

“Although we knew this was 


coming, it was unexpected and fast. 


She had been fine up until just a 
few days ago, and then things 
moved quickly,” the posting said. 
Ms. Grafton began her “alphabet 
series” in 1982; her most recent 


Z: Novelist 
dies at 77 


book, “Y is for Yesterday,” was 
published in August. She had said 
she was planning to conclude her 
series with “Z Is for Zero.” 

“She was adamant that her books 
would never be turned into movies 
or TV shows,” her daughter wrote 
in announcing the death Friday 
afternoon, “and in that same vein, 
she would never allow a ghost 
writer to write in her name. Be- 
cause of all of those things, and out 

See > GRAFTON, A6 
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